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Executive Summary  

This document encapsulates a comprehensive exploration of writing success through the lens of 
real-life case studies and practical tips. Divided into two main sections, the document delves into 
the journeys of acclaimed authors while providing actionable insights for aspiring writers to 
enhance their craft, connect with audiences, and achieve their literary ambitions. 
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1. Writing – Case Studies, Tips & Tricks  

Welcome to "Writing: Case Studies, Tips & Tricks," a valuable resource presented as a part of the 
EPICURIOUS project. Here, you'll uncover a wealth of practical insights and real-life examples 
that shed light on the craft of writing. Whether you're a beginner seeking guidance or an 
experienced writer searching for inspiration, this document aims to enhance your skills and 
expand your knowledge of the written language. 

 

1.1 CASE STUDIES 
In the following text, you will find three captivating case studies featuring renowned figures in the 
realms of literature, advertising, and digital publishing. We will delve into the extraordinary 
journeys of J.K. Rowling, David Ogilvy, and Andy Weir, each of whom has left a lasting mark on 
their respective fields. From the enchanting wizarding world of "Harry Potter" to the 
groundbreaking principles of persuasive advertising and the digital evolution of self-publishing, 
these case studies offer insights into the power of writing, storytelling, and innovation. 

 

1.1.1 Case Study 1 - J.K. Rowling - A Journey from Anonymity to Literary Icon 
The story of J.K. Rowling, the renowned British author of the "Harry Potter" series, is a testament 
to the power of creativity, determination, and the magic of storytelling. This case study delves into 
her remarkable journey from an unknown writer to a global literary sensation, highlighting the 
strategies she employed to develop her writing style, build a massive audience, and achieve 
unparalleled success. 

Before achieving worldwide fame, Joanne Rowling, writing under the pen name J.K. Rowling, 
faced numerous setbacks. As a single mother on welfare, she struggled to make ends meet while 
nurturing her dream of becoming a published author.: 

Rowling's writing style is characterized by its captivating storytelling, vivid imagery, and relatable 
characters. Her world-building and intricate plots played a pivotal role in engaging readers of all 
ages. Through continuous writing and honing her craft, she developed a style that seamlessly 
blended the fantastical with the relatable. 

One of Rowling's unique strengths was her ability to connect with readers on a personal level. 
She engaged with fans through various platforms, including online forums and book signings. Her 
interaction with the "Harry Potter" fandom fostered a deep sense of community and loyalty, making 
her fans feel valued and connected to her work. 

Rowling's initial success was modest, but it laid the foundation for a robust monetization strategy. 
As her books gained popularity, she explored various avenues, from film adaptations to 
merchandise. The franchise's expansion into movies, theme parks, and merchandise generated 
substantial revenue, solidifying her financial success. 

Rowling's impact extends beyond her books. Her philanthropic efforts, particularly through her 
charity "Lumos," demonstrate her commitment to making a positive change in the world. She has 
also ventured into writing for adults under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith, showcasing her 
versatility as an author. 

J.K. Rowling's journey to becoming a literary icon serves as an inspiring case study for aspiring 
writers. Her dedication to honing her craft, engaging with readers, and leveraging monetization 
opportunities contributed to her unparalleled success. Rowling's ability to create captivating 
worlds and forge genuine connections with her audience highlights the transformative power of 
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storytelling. Her case study underscores the potential for writers to overcome challenges, make 
a profound impact, and leave an indelible mark on the literary landscape. 

 

Questions for you 

• How did J.K. Rowling's writing style contribute to the success of the "Harry Potter" series? 

• How did J.K. Rowling build a strong connection with her readers and the "Harry Potter" 
fandom? 

• What strategies did J.K. Rowling employ to monetize her writing beyond book sales? 

• How has J.K. Rowling's philanthropic work, such as her charity "Lumos," demonstrated 
her commitment to making a positive impact? 

• What lessons can aspiring writers draw from J.K. Rowling's journey, particularly her 
persistence and dedication? 

 

1.1.2 Case Study 2 - David Ogilvy - Master of Advertising and Persuasive Writing 
David Ogilvy, often referred to as the "Father of Advertising," was a British advertising executive 
who revolutionized the industry through his innovative approaches, emphasis on persuasive 
writing, and deep understanding of consumer psychology. This case study explores his life, 
career, and enduring influence on modern marketing and advertising. 

Ogilvy was born on June 23, 1911, in West Horsley, England. He initially pursued a variety of jobs, 
including working as a chef, researcher, and farmer. His experience in these diverse roles 
contributed to his keen observations of human behaviour and his ability to connect with people 
from different backgrounds. 

Ogilvy's entry into advertising came when he was hired by Dr. George Gallup's Audience 
Research Institute in New Jersey. This experience laid the foundation for his data-driven approach 
to advertising. Ogilvy's first major success was a campaign for Hathaway shirts, which featured a 
one-eyed man wearing their product. This unique and memorable campaign showcased Ogilvy's 
ability to create compelling stories that captured consumers' attention. 

In 1948, David Ogilvy established his advertising agency, Ogilvy, Benson & Mather. He infused 
his campaigns with a strong focus on consumer insights, thorough research, and persuasive 
writing. His guiding principle was, "The consumer isn't a moron, she's your wife," emphasizing the 
importance of respecting the intelligence of the audience. 

Ogilvy's mastery of persuasive writing is a hallmark of his career. He understood the psychology 
of persuasion and created copy that connected with consumers on an emotional level while 
presenting compelling reasons to buy a product. Ogilvy's work produced numerous iconic 
campaigns, such as "The Man in the Hathaway Shirt," "A Diamond is Forever" for De Beers, and 
"The Ultimate Driving Machine" for BMW. These campaigns boosted sales and also established 
a lasting brand image. 

Ogilvy's legacy endures in the marketing and advertising industry. His principles, outlined in books 
like "Confessions of an Advertising Man" and "Ogilvy on Advertising," continue to guide marketers 
worldwide. His focus on data-driven decision-making, persuasive writing, and deep understanding 
of consumer behaviour laid the groundwork for modern marketing practices. 

Ogilvy's remarkable career in advertising, marked by his exceptional writing skills and innovative 
approaches, has left an indelible mark on the field. His campaigns, insights, and principles remain 
relevant, reminding marketers of the power of persuasive writing and the importance of 
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understanding and respecting consumers. David Ogilvy's legacy continues to shape the way we 
approach advertising and marketing strategies today. 

 

Questions for you 

• How did David Ogilvy's diverse background and experiences contribute to his mastery of 
persuasive writing in the field of advertising? 

• In what ways did David Ogilvy's emphasis on research and data-driven approaches 
enhance the effectiveness of his advertising campaigns? How did this tie into his writing 
strategies? 

• Can you identify specific examples from the case study where David Ogilvy's persuasive 
writing techniques were evident in his iconic campaigns, such as "The Man in the 
Hathaway Shirt" or "A Diamond is Forever"? How did he use writing to connect with 
consumers emotionally and intellectually? 

• David Ogilvy believed in the principle, "The consumer isn't a moron, she's your wife." How 
did this principle influence his writing style? 

• In today's digital age, where visual content often takes centre stage, how do you think 
David Ogilvy's emphasis on persuasive writing remains relevant? Discuss the role of well-
crafted written content in conveying brand messages and connecting with consumers, 
using insights from Ogilvy's strategies. 

. 

1.1.3 Case Study 3 - Andy Weir - From Online Serial to International Success 
Andy Weir's journey from a self-published online writer to an internationally acclaimed author is a 
testament to the power of the digital age in transforming the landscape of publishing. This case 
study explores how Weir's novel "The Martian" gained prominence through online self-publishing 
and subsequently became a bestselling book and a blockbuster film. 

Andy Weir was born on June 16, 1972, in Davis, California, USA. He developed an early 
fascination with space exploration and science fiction, which laid the foundation for his future 
writing. In 2009, Weir began writing "The Martian," a story about an astronaut stranded on Mars. 
Unable to find a traditional publisher, he decided to share his work on his blog, publishing one 
chapter at a time. He made the story available for free to his readers, building a dedicated online 
following. 

The serialized release of "The Martian" generated positive feedback from readers who were 
captivated by the story's scientific accuracy, humour, and tension. Weir's meticulous research and 
attention to detail in depicting the challenges of survival on Mars resonated with audiences. Due 
to reader demand, Weir self-published "The Martian" as an eBook on Amazon's Kindle platform 
in 2011. The book quickly gained traction within the science fiction community and climbed the 
Kindle bestseller charts. Weir priced the eBook at the lowest possible amount, encouraging 
readers to try it without hesitation. 

As "The Martian" gained popularity, it caught the attention of literary agents and traditional 
publishers. Weir eventually signed a publishing deal with Crown Publishing Group in 2013. The 
book was re-released as a print edition and continued to attract readers who were captivated by 
the survival story and the protagonist's resourcefulness. 

"The Martian" became an international bestseller, garnering praise from critics and readers alike 
for its compelling storytelling and scientific accuracy. In 2015, the novel was adapted into a 
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Hollywood film directed by Ridley Scott, starring Matt Damon as the stranded astronaut Mark 
Watney. The film was a critical and commercial success, further boosting the novel's popularity. 

Andy Weir's journey with "The Martian" showcased the potential of online self-publishing platforms 
to launch an author's career. His success demonstrated that quality writing, combined with 
relatable characters and well-researched content, could captivate a wide audience, even in the 
realm of hard science fiction. 

 

Questions for you 

• How did Andy Weir's decision to release "The Martian" in a serialized format demonstrate 
his understanding of effective storytelling techniques, fostering anticipation among 
readers and sustaining their engagement? 

• In "The Martian," Andy Weir masterfully blends intricate technical details with a writing 
style that remains accessible to a broad audience. How does this careful balance 
contribute to the book's appeal? 

• Andy Weir's writing in "The Martian" not only portrays the harsh realities of survival on 
Mars but also crafts characters that readers deeply connect with emotionally. Could you 
elaborate on the specific writing techniques he uses? 

• How did Andy Weir's active engagement with readers, often incorporating their feedback, 
shape his writing and influence the book's eventual success? In what ways did this 
interaction enhance his storytelling? 

• Andy Weir's journey from online self-publishing to securing a traditional publishing deal for 
"The Martian" marks a significant transition. Could you discuss how this shift impacted his 
writing approach, including any adjustments made to maintain the integrity of his original 
work while preparing it for a wider print audience? 

 

1.2 TIPS & TRICKS 
Whether you're just starting your writing journey or you've been at it for a while, these tips are 
here to help you out. Each section has lots of practical advice that will help you get better at your 
writing, connect with more readers, and even make some money from your publishing. 

As you go through these tips, keep in mind that the real trick is to use the advice. Knowing is one 
thing, but putting it into action is where the real magic happens. So let's dive in and discover how 
you can improve your writing, grow your audience, and make the most of your words. 

 

1.2.1 Strategies for developing a personal writing style. 
• Read widely: Explore various genres and styles to expand your vocabulary and grasp 

different writing techniques. 

• Write regularly: Set a consistent writing schedule to build discipline and improve your 
skills over time. 

• Embrace authenticity: Be yourself in your writing. Authenticity resonates with readers 
and makes your voice unique. 

• Experiment with voice: Play with different tones, perspectives, and points of view to find 
the writing style that suits you best. 

• Use descriptive language: Paint vivid pictures with words to engage your readers' 
senses and emotions. 
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• Edit and revise: Crafting a personal style involves refining. Edit ruthlessly to polish your 
work and make it shine. 

 

1.2.2 Building an Audience 
• Define your niche: Identify a specific topic or theme you're passionate about to attract a 

targeted audience. 

• Create valuable content: Offer informative, entertaining, or inspiring content that 
addresses your audience's needs or interests. 

• Consistent posting: Regularly publish new content to keep your audience engaged and 
coming back for more. 

• Leverage social media: Share your work across platforms where your target audience 
hangs out, using appropriate hashtags and engaging captions. 

• Interact with readers: Respond to comments, emails, and messages to build a genuine 
connection with your audience. 

• Collaborate Partner with other writers, bloggers, or influencers to tap into their audience 
and expand your reach. 

 

1.2.3 Monetizing written content 
• Offer premium content: Provide exclusive articles, guides, or eBooks to your dedicated 

audience through a subscription model. 

• Affiliate marketing: Recommend products or services related to your content and earn a 
commission for every sale generated through your links. 

• Ads and sponsorships: Partner with advertisers or sponsors whose products align with 
your content and audience. 

• Freelance writing: Offer your writing services to businesses, websites, or publications in 
need of quality content. 

• Self-publishing: Turn your written content into eBooks or print books, selling them 
through platforms like Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing. 

• Online courses or workshops: Share your expertise through digital courses, webinars, 
or workshops for a fee. 

• Patreon or Ko-fi: Invite your audience to support your work through platforms that allow 
fans to provide financial contributions. 

Diversify income streams: Combine multiple monetization strategies to create a stable income 
from your writing. 


